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Presentation

Å Be aware of the increasing Incidence of Melanoma

Å Understand the changes in the Staging System

Å Understand the Evaluation and importance of 
Prognostic Factors

Å Be familiar with Treatment Management -

Å Margins How Wide -Is their a consensus?

Å Value of  Sentinel Node -When,How and Why

Å Management of the Neck

Å Be aware of the Role of Adjunctive Treatments

Å Radiation and Systemic therapy
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Rising Incidence and Mortality 
of Melanoma in the US

5Linos , P et al 2009 J I Derm
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Increasing  Incidence

Å2009: 68,000/year

Å2014: 76,100/year
ï lifetime risk of melanoma approximately 

ï2.0% (1 in 50) for Caucasians
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The Melanoma Epidemic
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Case Scenario 1 in 
2017

ÅM55

ÅSSM, 1.8mm

ÅNot ulcerated

ÅClark IV

ÅMitotic Rate 
1/mm 2
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Case Scenario 2 in 2017

ÅF72
ÅNM, 7.5mm
ÅUlcerated
ÅClark V
ÅMitotic Rate 

7/mm 2
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Case Scenario 3 in 
2017

ÅF17

ÅSSM, 0.75mm

ÅNot ulcerated

ÅClark III

ÅMitotic Rate 
1/mm 2
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Introduction

Å15-20% of melanomas present in head and neck
ï6-10% are mucosal melanomas

ÅBehaviour is more aggressive than at other sites

ÅRisk factors: 
ïUV light exposure

ïchildhood sunburns

ïfair skin 

ïImmunosuppression

ïlarge congenital nevi

ïsporadic or inherited dysplastic nevi

ïgenetic disposition

ïprevious melanomas
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Cutaneous Head & Neck Melanoma

ÅAssociated with Poorer Prognosis

ï?influence of scalp primaries

ÅRisk of nodal metastases -
thickness

ï<0.75mm     Rare
ï0.75 ï1mm ~5%
ï1 ï4 mm 8 ï30%
ï>4mm ~40% 
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Head & Neck Melanoma

ÅMost succumb from systemic disease despite 

regional control

ïRelative Absence of effective systemic 
agents

ÅLoss of disease control

ïAnatomical

ïAesthetic

ïFunctional



2017

Staging -7 th now 8 th edition
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AJCC Staging And Survival
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AJCC 7th edition

Staging Changes - Reasons

ÅImportance of Breslow thickness (Clarkôs 

level only has a role in tumours < 1mm 

deep)

ÅImportance of ulceration and mitotic rate

ÅImportance of in-transit and satellite lesions

ÅBased on a belief that micrometastatic 

disease better than clinically enlarged 

nodes

ÅNumber of nodes not size important
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Cutaneous Melanoma

Å pT1a and pT1b categories introduced

Å pT1a < 0.8mm

Å pT1b > 0.8mm -1mm

Å M category

Å M1a  Skin, subcutaneous tissue or non regional lymph nodes

Å M1b Lung

Å M1c Other non-central nervous system sites

Å M1d Central nervous system

Å M Category modified by elevated or non-elevated LDH

Å Stage Revised

AJCC 8th edition

Staging Changes - Reasons
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Workup prior to definitive 
treatment?
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Investigations for Melanoma
ÅPrimary
ïRoutine investigations are not required for 

asymptomatic patients

ÅLocoregional 
ï+ ve SNB ïroutine investigations are not 

indicated in the absence of systemic symptoms
ïMacroscopic nodes ïCT +/ - PET for 

symptoms, or in cases where change of 
management may result

ïFNA to confirm stage III disease

ÅSystemic
ïCT, MRI, PET, serum LDH for symptoms 

suggestive of systemic disease
ïFurther investigations as indicated by 

treatment


